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REPORT 



To the Corporation of Brown University : 

The Library BuUding committee begs leave to submit 
the following final report of its doings, and asks to be 
discharged from further service. 

At the meeting of the Corporation in September last, 
it was supposed that the Library Building was nearly 
completed. At that time, though some doubt had been 
expressed as to the suflBciency of light, it was by no 
means certain that any change of plan would be neces- 
sary. Soon after the meeting of the Corporation, the 
committee became convinced that there was not suflB- 
cient light in the central room, and decided that a change 
was necessary. This was a very grave step, and your com- 
mittee felt the great responsibility thus assumed. There 
was, however, no choice. To allow the building to be 
completed, with so great a defect, seemed a greater re- 
sponsibility, than to boldly change the design and rem- 
edy the evil. Relying, on being sustained in this view 
by the Corporation, the committee, after careful consid- 
eration and consultation with the architect, decided to 
take out the windows in the octagon, and replace them 
with larger ones. 

This change was successfully made at a cost of 
$3,044.86. The result has been all that was expected, 
and the interior is now well lighted, while the architect- 
ural effect of the exterior is decidedly improved. 

This large additional exi)en8e, together with the cost 



of some necessary furniture, and some expenses not fore- 
seen, swelled the total cost of the building considerably 
above the sum voted by the Corporation. The task of 
reporting this increased cost would have been by no 
means pleasant, but for the fact that it has all been paid 
without any expense to the University. Mrs. Sophia 
Augusta Brown decided to add to her husband's already 
most liberal gift and bequest, and she has defrayed all 
the cost which was not already paid from Mr. Brown' s 
funds. Brown University is now in possession of a 
Library building second to none on this continent, and 
the College receives it as a free gift from the family of 
its greatest benefactor. It will stand as a memorial of 
John Carter Brown, of which not only his own descend- 
ants, but every son of this mother of learning may well 
be proud. 

The change in the windows necessarily delayed the 
completion of the building, but it was finished in all 
essentials in the latter part of December, and the build- 
ing was placed under the care of a janitor employed by 
the University on the first of January, 1878. The build- 
ing committee continued to superintend the final finish- 
ing touches which were necessary, and on the 15th of 
February, as the crowning act of their work, they 
placed in the completed building the fine bust of John 
Carter Brown, which Mrs. Brown had presented to the 
College for that purpose. The bust is an admirable like- 
ness, and is the work of our gifted fellow countryman, 
Franklin Simmons. The pedestal upon which the bust 
stands is also the gift of Mrs. Brown, and is admii*ably 
sculptured by the Tingley Marble Co., of this city, after 
a tasteful design by Wm. A. Walker, the architect of 
the building. 

On the 16th of February, 1878, the building commit- 
tee finally and publicly handed over the building to the 
President of the University, as representing the Corpo- 
ration, audit was dedicated to its use. The exercises of 
the dedication are hereto appended, and made a part of 
this i-eport. 



After the dedication the work of transferring the 
books was immediately begun, and was prosecuted with 
vigor. The removal was completed April 29th, 1878, and 
the entire library is now in the new building, and in 
working order. Under the actual test of use and occu- 
pancy, the expectations in regard to convenience, space, 
light, and beauty, have been fully realized, and the com- 
mittee takes pleasure in reporting that so large a meas- 
ure of success has been attained. 

The Corporation at its last meeting appointed Mr. Wil- 
liam Goddardand Dr. Alva Woods a committee to audit 
the accounts of the building committee. This auditing 
committee has attended to the duty assigned it, and the 
accounts have all been audited and found correct, and 
the certificate of the audit committee is herewith pre- 
sented. It shows that the total sum expended by the 
building committee has been $94,588.08. There are no 
bills outstanding. 

Including the gifts of Mrs. Brown, and the value of the 
lot which, even in the present depressed condition of 
real estate, may be fairly taken at over $20,000, the total 
cost of the gift which has b^n made to the Univer- 
sity may be stated in round numbers at $120,000. 

There are also appended to the report, the resolutions 
of the Corporation appointing a building committee, 
some statistics of the building, the inscriptions on the 
walls, a full statement of the expenditures of the building 
committee with the names of the contractors for the sev- 
eral kinds of work, and a further statement showing how 
the University has been reimbursed for the whole amount 
expended. 

In closing this final report, the committee begs leave to 
bear testimony to the great amount of labor which has 
been performed by the architects, William A. Walker 
and Thomas J. Gould. Much of their work was original, 
for which, owing to the construction of the building, no 
accessible precedents existed. Also praise is due to all 
the contractors without exception, for careful and 
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thorough workmanship. The committee believes that 
the work has been "well done, and that a building has 
been constructed which will bear the test of time. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 



Rowland Hazard, 
J. C. Hartshorn, 
E. G. Robinson, 



Library 

Building 

Commitiee. 



EXERCISES AT THE DEDICATION. 



The exercises at the dedication took place in the cen- 
tral room of the Library Building, on the I6th of Feb- 
ruary, 1878, in the presence of a numerous company of 
friends of the College. At noon, the hour appointed, 
Rowland Hazard, Chairman of the Building Committee, 
delivered the following address : 

Members of the Corpi/iation^ Ladies and Oentlemeri : 

The building in which we stand has been erected to 
hold and safely keep the choicest possession of this an- 
cient University. For more than a century learned men 
have carefully selected the books which will fill these 
shelves, and in the generations to come the treasures of 
literature will continue to be gathered within these walls. 
For this reason, looking back into the past and forward 
into the future, this building has been constructed, com- 
modious, massive, durable, that the treasure collected 
with such care may have a fitting receptacle. 

The completion of such a building is no ordinary 
event ; it marks an era in the history of the University. 
And as we are met here to-day to dedicate this building 
to its destined use, as we survey the solidity of its struct- 
ure, which is well-nigh imperishable, there is eminent 
propriety in calling to our minds the circumstances 
which have led to its erection. 

The early history of the College is the history of a 
struggle to obtain books for the library. The letters of 



President Manning are filled with appeals for books. 
All the early friends of the College appear to have been 
impressed with the necessity for books. Their efforts to 
procure them were successful, and they gathered a val- 
uable and well-selected collection. The increase was 
slow, for in 1843 the whole number of volumes ivas only 
slightly in excess of ten thousand. From this rime 
onward the growth became much more mpid. 

As the library of the University increased in size and 
in value, the idea of a fire-proof building in which it 
should be placed doubtless occurred to many friends of 
the college. The merit, however, of making this idea 
effective and practical, belongs to the late John Carter 
Brown. His family had been for two generations the. 
benefactors of the College. His grandfather was a mem- 
ber of the Corporation at its first meeting in 1764. His 
great uncle, John Brown, who subsequently was for 
twenty-two years Treasurer of the College, and who gave 
the library its first important gift of books, laid the 
corner-stone of University Hall, in 1770. His father, 
Nicholas Brown, gave books, money, buildings. He 
founded the peiinanent libi-ary fund. He built Manning 
Hall, where the library now is. It was in his honor that 
the Corporation, in 1804, changed the name of the insti- 
tution from Rhode Island College to Brown University. 

John Carter Brown, the son of such a father, and the 
representative of such a family, could not fail to regard 
the library of this University with the most lively 
interest. We accordingly find that his gifts of books 
were many and valuable. He had a great fondness for 
rare and costly works, and he delighted in making for 
himself a collection, which to-day is, in many respects, 
unrivaled. This taste led him to present to the College 
books which it could never have otherwise obtained, 
and which greatly enrich the collection. He gave the 
French books, the German books, the Italian books, the 
Year Books from Edward I. to Henry VIII., very i-are 
and valuable, and he continued to add from year to year 
many liteiury treasures to the library. 
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It is very nearly twenty years since Mr. Brown first 
thought seriously of building a fire-proof Library Build- 
ing. On the 8th of February, 1860, he subscribed condi- 
tionally for the College the sum of $25,000, fifteen 
thousand of which was to be used for this purpose. 
Previous to this date, he had purchased, at a cost of 
$12,000, the lot upon which this building has been 
erected, and he doubtless had such a use for it then in 
mind. On the 22d of November, 1869, the conditions of 
the previolis subscription having been complied with, 
Mr. Brown deposited with the Treasurer of the Univer- 
sity the promised $16,000. Thenceforward there was 
only the question of time. The fund for the purpose 
was begun. The fire-proof Library Building was 
secured. This was a most important step, but Mr. 
Brown went further. Before his death, which occurred 
in 1874, he gave this lot. which he had purchased for the 
purpose, and provided in his will the further sum of 
$50,000, to be added to the sum with its accumulations 
formerly given by him, and all to be used in the erection 
of a fire-proof Library Building. 

It was this munificent gift which gave this building 
to the University. For tliis reason we write the name 
of the giver upon these walls, which are his lasting mon- 
ument, and place here this marble which shall hand 
down the memory of his features and of his gift to re- 
mote generations. 

When the provisions of Mr. Brown's will were made 
known, the Corporation at once took steps to secure plans 
for a building, and they appointed a committee Tor that 
purpose, prominent upon which was the late lamented 
Thomas P. Shepard. At its meeting in June, 1875, the 
Corporation, in accordance with the report of this com- 
mittee, adopted the plan proposed by General William 
R. Walker, chose him as architect, and appointed a 
building committee. At that meeting I was placed upon 
that committee, and as I was also elected a member of 
the Corporation at the same time, I may be pardoned for 
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feeling complimented that I was immediately selected for 
so important a service. 

One who was appointed on that building committee is 
not with ns to day. Dr. Alexis Caswell, whom none knew 
but to love and to respect, died before the completion of 
our work. For nearly half a century he was identified with 
this University, as Professor, as President, and as a mem- 
ber of the Corporation. During all these years he ever 
delighted to serve the College. He gave his labor freely, 
ungrudgingly, and the results of his work are»raanifest. 

From its very small proportions in 1828, he saw the 
Library grow to its present size, and he participated 
most earnestly in the efforts to increase it. When ap- 
pointed upon the committee to erect thib building, the 
idea of a fire-proof library had long been familiar to him, 
and he brought to the work a full knowledge of all that 
had been previously projected. 

As a member of this committee he was most faithful in 
attending to all his duties, and his suggestions were al- 
ways wise and valuable. He took great delight in see- 
ing these walls rise. They were the fulfillment of long 
cherished hope. He paid great attention to the actual 
work of construction, and in spite of remonstrances he 
persisted in climbing up the ladders to the very topmost 
staging, and there he would watch the workmen at their 
labors. 

We miss his genial presence to-day. He cannot be 
with us to see the completion of that work which he 
helped begin. It is our loss but his gain. The Master 
had other work for him to do which we know not of. 

The other members of the Committee are Mr. J. C. 
Hartshorn, who has been a member from the beginning, 
and President E. Gt. Robinson, who was appointed to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of Dr. Caswell. 

The committee entered at once upon their labors. They 
were assisted by the aid and counsel of the committee 
which had selected the plans. Working drawings were 
prepared by the architect, General Walker, and by his 
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partner, Mr. Thomas J. Gould, to whom jointly with 
General Walker belongs the merit both of the original de- 
sign and of the working details. Contracts were entered 
into August 16th, the exact position was fixed and work 
was begun August 25th, 1875. The building was com- 
pleted in all essentials near the close of December, 1877, 
having occupied in building two years and four months. 

The result of the labor is before you. The building 
is in the Venetian Gothic style of architecture, a branch 
of the Italian Gothic which admits of considerable free- 
dom of treatment. It differs from the early English and 
perpendicular Gothic, in the admission of horizontal lines 
as a marked feature, and in the variable forms of the 
arches, which are flattened or pointed according to the 
taste of the architect. This freedom makes the style well 
suited to a public building ; while most of the beauty of 
the Gothic can be retained, by the judicious introduction 
of the horizontal element that repose and dignity can also 
be secured which are so essential^ especially to a library 
whose very atmosphere should breathe of quiet study. 
This effect of repose, the architect has succeeded in im- 
pressing upon his work. It stands serene, conscious of 
its own strength, and forms an ornament to our College 
grounds of which we may well be proud. 

As we enter, the impression of solidity and repose is 
strengthened. The dignity of this central hall is supple- 
mented by the wings which lead out from it. Some of 
the views from the upper galleries looking through the 
arches into the alcoves, give a sense of space and laby- 
rinthian extent, which is truly fine. When the alcoves 
are filled with books, and have gathered from them the 
myriad associations which they bring to us from the 
past, the effect cannot fail to be exceedingly impressive. 

Permit me to say one word as to the general propriety 
of such a library building as this. There are two dis- 
tinct theories on this subject. One would place the 
books simply in a store-house, in the most compact man- 
ner compatible with access to the volumes. To this 
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store-Louse only the librarian and his assistants would 
be admitted. Readers would occupy an outer room, 
and to them the books they desired would be brought. 
The other plan constructs the library so that the books 
can be seen. Effect is sought after. The library build- 
ing is not a mere store-house where books are packed 
away, but a shrine in which they are safely placed, and 
which has a dignity worthy of the names of the good 
and wise, whose works the world will not willingly let 
die. As the years roll by, the associations which gather 
about such a library become an education in themselves. 
They make impressions upon the plastic mind of youth 
which can never be erased. 

Both methods have their uses, but the mere statement 
of them shows which is preferable for a college library. 
There is a certain awe inspired by the visible presence of 
a great collection of books. The young student treads 
the quiet alcoves with cautious step, and drinks in that 
reverence for literature which is the foundation of schol- 
arship. The library is to him a temple of learning, and 
he a worshipper at its altar. The value of such in- 
fluences is beyond estimation. May they abound in this 
building, and in the generations to come may they in- 
crease and multiply. 

Mr. President : — The work of the building commit- 
tee is done. We have watched over the construction of 
this building to the best of our ability. It is finished in 
accordance with the plans which were adopted and given 
to us, with such modifications as we were empowered to 
make. Our aim has been to have all the work done in 
the most thorough manner, for we were impressed with 
the thought that we were building for at least a century. 
We were instructed to build fire-proof. We have done 
so. Stone and brick, iron and copper, mortar and 
cement, are the only materials, except glass, used in the 
walls, floors and roof of the building. The cases are of 
wood, but they form no part of the structure, they merely 
stand within it. As at present shelved, there are 
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accommodations for about one hundred thousand vol- 
umes. Some cases for books have been purposely omit- 
ted, and when occasion requires, they can be added, and 
space can be found for fifty thousand volumes more. 

The present Library contains between forty-five thou- 
sand and fifty thousand volumes. There is, therefore, 
room for growth. 

We have placed upon the walls four inscriptions. The 
first, to which I have already alluded, and which occu- 
pies the place of honor, records the birth and death of 
John Carter Brown, that living, he was the benefactor of 
this Library, and that dying, he gave this lot and funds 
for the erection of this building. 

The second records the fact that Rhode Island College 
was founded in 1764, and that the name was changed in 
1804 to Brown University in honor of Nicholas Brown. 

The third records that this building was built under 
the care of a committee of the Corporation ; was begun 
in 1875, and finished in 1877. 

The Latin of these three inscriptions is from the grace- 
ful pen of John L. Lincoln, the accomplished Professor 
of the Latin language and literature in this University. 

The fourth inscription is from the Vulgate, and is an 
extract from the Book of Proverbs. Bearing in mind 
that, "except the Lord build the house they labor in 
vain that build it," we trust the truth embodied in 
this inscription may be recognized by all who enter 
within these walls. We trust that the future students, 
as they search these alcoves, may find not only earthly 
wisdom, but also that heavenly wisdom which the 
wise man so beautifully personified when he wrote 
those words : 

*' My fruit is better than gold. 
Yea, than fine gold. 
And my revenue than choice silver." 



*i 



Blessed is the man that heareth me. 
Watching daily at my gates. 
Waiting at the posts of my doors.** 
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To you, sir, the President of this College, and the 
representative of the Corporation of Brown University, 
I now, in behalf of the Library Building Committee, 
deliver these keys and give up this building. 

ADDKE8S OF PRESIDENT ROBINSON. 

President Robinson, on receiving the keys, spoke as 
follows : 

On receiving these keys and the custody of this build- 
ing, it is proper, sir, that first of all, in behalf of the au- 
thorities of this University, I express to you our high 
appreciation of the fidelity and unwearied patience, the 
unremitting devotion with which the task committed to 
you has now been brought to completion. You will par- 
don me if I remind you that in the account you hav^e now 
given us of this building there is one important omission. 
These fixtures for gas, beautiful and costly, in themselves 
ornamental to the structure, have been hung there in si- 
lence by your hand, your own generous gift. In letters 
of light, silent as the gift, they will proclaim to coming 
generations the generosity and the devotion to our Alma 
Mater witnessed by the giver. * 

It is with profound satisfaction, and something of hon- 
est pride, that you, sir, and all of us, are permitted to- 
day to see the realization of long cherished hopes. 
Would that he, who, as member of the building commit- 
tee, saw with us the laying of the foundation, were here 
to see the completion ; and more than all, that he, by 
whose generous bequest this structure has risen, were 
here also, a witness of our rejoicing, and gladdened by 
our gladness. 

This is no ordinary structure. It embodies in its plans 
the contributions of many minds. In the materials of 



^Subsequently these gas fixtures were paid for by Mrs. Sophia Augusta Brown. 
She expressed a wish to defray all the expense of the building over what was 
paid by her husband's gift and be(|uest, and she especially desired the gas fix- 
tures to be included. The College is therefore indebted for them to Mrs. Brown 
and not to Mr. Hazard. 
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which it is composed, in the location it occupies, it is 
probably as strictly fire- proof as any library building can 
ever be. Architecturally, it is an ornament to our city, as 
well as a credit to the architect who designed it. Intern- 
ally, its arrangements are perhaps as complete, as nearly 
perfect, as can be found in any building devoted to the 
preservation and use of books. More than all, it stands 
here an enduring, a most worthy monument to the mu- 
nificence of its donor. It was fitting that he, who more 
than all others had enriched the libmry of Brown Uni- 
versity by costly gifts, should close the long series of his 
generous deeds by providing the means for a structure 
that should be at once a safe ppository and a perpetual 
memorial. 

But admirable, spacious, complete, massive, imposing, 
enduring as this structure may be, the library which is to 
occupy it is not unworthy of its place. No college li- 
brary perhaps in this country is better fitted to the uses 
for which such libraries are supposed to be gathered. It 
has never been the receptacle of cast-off books ; it has 
never been encumbered by gifts of unsaleable private 
libraries. Its fifty thousand volumes have been selected 
under scrutinizing eyes, with unremitted care that the 
best authorities in every department of learning should 
find a place on its shelves. Even its largest purchases 
have been made with extremest care and by well-read 
men. 

Great libraries, it is true, be they ever so large, ever so 
select, do not necessarily make either great or good uni- 
versities. A university is made great, not by its library, 
not by the number of its students, not by the multi- 
plicity of its departments of instruction ; but by the char- 
acter of its instnictors and by the quality of their work ; 
and the highest style of work can never be produced ex- 
cept the instructors shall themselves be instructed by 
the productions of the best intellects that have lived. A 
great library is an indispensable adjunct to a great and 
good university. Such a library and a building suited to 
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the best uses of it are now in the possession of Brown 
University. When centuries shall have passed, and we, 
now so full of animation, have passed away and been 
forgotten, youthful and aspiring minds will come beneath 
this roof, eager in the pursuit of knowledge ; they will 
gaze upon the features of that bust ; they will read the 
inscription upon the uplifted walls of this dome ; they 
will catch the inspiration of great thoughts and worthy 
achievements. The still air of delightful studies that 
will ever brood amid these alcoves will breed in their 
youthful minds lofty aspirations: and catching the in- 
spirations that will come to them from these crowded 
shelves, they will not be unmindful of their predecessors, 
and they will give thanks to God for the inestimable 
treasures that Will here be stored for their use. Great 
will be their heritage, and great, we trust, will be in the 
future the results growing out of the erection of this 
building, and the filling it with the best productions of 
the best minds of our race. Honoring, then, the memory 
of him who has given this beautiful and majestic build- 
ing, and thankful to the fast friends who have enriched, 
or now are enriching the library which is here to be 
stored, let us still bear up and steer right onward. 

It is fitting that in these exercises we should humbly 
and reverently seek the divine blessing upon the matured 
result of so much labor and so many anxieties. 

President Robinson then offered the folio wing prayer : 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we worship thee 
as Creator of the heavens and the earth, as the Father 
of the spirits of all flesh, and we revere thee as sovereign 
Ruler over all. The heavens declare thy glory, the earth 
is filled with thy thoughts ; thy laws, written in thy word, 
are inscribed on the heart of man ; and in the face of 
Jesus Christ, thy Son, thou revealest to the sons of men 
thy mercy and thy love. 

We thank thee that, created in thine image, thou en- 
ablest us to see thy glory, to read thy thoughts, to under- 
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stand thy laws, and to do thy will. We thank thee for 
what our race have accomplished in the study of thy 
works and thy word. We praise thy holy Name for 
knowledge, for science, for literature, and for all the 
treasures which the literatures of the world have pre- 
served to us. 

Look thou upon us, we beseech thee, and let thy bless- 
ing be with us, as we now dedicate and make sacred to 
the uses of all good learning, of all true science, of all 
sound knowledge, and of all true religion, this goodly 
structure. We pray that within these walls there may 
be garnered for centuries to come the best products 
of the best minds of our race. Forbid that from these 
alcoves there shall ever go forth an inspiration to evil 
or an impulse to vice. May all who shall come hither to 
commune with the great intellects of the past, receive 
the instruction of wisdom and justice, of judgment and 
equity. 

We give thee most hearty thanks, our Father and our 
God, for this edifice ; we bless thy Name that thou didst 
put it into the heart of thy servant, the honored friend 
and patron of this University, to provide for its erection. 
May the memory of thy servant and of his good deeds 
abide here forever. And we pray that in thy good provi- 
dence the structure and its treasures may be preserved 
till long centuries and many generations shall have passed 
away. 

Let thy blessing, we pray thee, rest upon this Institution 
of learning, on all its patrons, its guardians, its instruc- 
tors and its students. Preserve thou it and provide for 
it wise and thoughtful friends. May the successive 
generations of ojBBcers and students that shall enter these 
doors, be kept by thy power, guided by thy wisdom, 
and made useful in their day, and faithful in their ser- 
vice to God and to mankind. Hear thou our prayer 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

At the close of the prayer, the President stated that it 
was expected Governor Van Zaivd\.^o\vV3L\i^^Y^'?ifc\i^\Rk 
make some remarks, but that \ie \va9L\5^^w ^^\»i\\i<i^. ^^ 
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then introduced Mayor Doyle, who, he said, would speak 
briefly. The Mayor then addressed the assemblage as 
follows : 

Remarks of Mayor Doyle. 

Mr. President^ and Oentlemen of the Corporation : 

It will, indeed, be but a brief word, and that of con- 
gratulation. How could I refuse to express the feeling 
of gratification which rises to the heart of every one 
here upon the completion of this magnificent structure. 
I congratulate the city that this hill has been so finely 
crowned with this noble edifice ; and I also congratulate 
the family of him whose munificence has erected this 
building, which will testify through future genei-ations 
to his interest in the cause of education and to his 
great love of literature. 

May I not express at this time the hope that his gen- 
erosity will inspire others to imitate his beneficence, and 
provide for our public Library, now just coming into 
existence, whose doors are open to those who cannot en- 
joy the works here preserved, a proper and suitable 
building, whose lofty dome shall bear their names to fu- 
ture generations as the dome under which we are gathered 
will pei-petuate the name of John Carter Brown. 

Mr. President, every graduate of this College, every 
friend of this institution, and every citizen of Provi- 
dence, must feel proud to-day that the University has 
received so valuable a gift, and that here in this nobly 
endowed treasure house, will be gathered the wealth of 
literature, of which we have just heard, and which will 
be a blessing and a benefit to the students who shall 
enter the halls of the College, and from thence go forth 
into the city and community. 

At the close of the exercises of dedication the building 
was thrown open for inspection, and it was visited dur- 
ing the afternoon and evening by a very large number of 
persons. This recognition of the interest which the 
public take in such an occasion gave very great and gen- 
eral satisfaction. 




RESOLUTIONS 

OF THK 

Corporation Appointing the Library 

Building Committee. 



At the meeting of the Corpoiution of Brown University 
held June 17th, 1875, the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

(1.) Resolved^ That the plans and elevation for a new 
Library building, to be erected on the lot at the corner 
of Prospect and Waterman streets, prepared by Mr. 
Walker, architect, be adopted. 

(2.) Resolved^ That be a committee to engage 

Mr. Walker as architect for the construction of the new 
Library building in accordance with the plans and eleva- 
tion adopted by the preceding resolution ; and that this 
committee may agree to pay as architect' s fee, a sum 
not exceeding three per cent, on the cost of the building, 
and that said fee shall be in full compensation for plans, 
elevations, superintendence, specifications, and all other 
working drawings, and details and services usually ren- 
dered by architects, including a set of plans, and draw- 
ings showing the position of all drains, sewers, and cov- 
ered pipes of every nature which may be required for 
future alterations, repairs, or additions, which set of 
plans and drawings shall be deposited and kept in the 
Library building. 
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(3.) Resolved, That 



be a building committee 



with full authority to construct a library building in ac- 
cordance with the plans and elevations this day adopted 
by the Corporation, but with such modifications as they 
may elect to make, and said committee are hereby au- 
thorized to make all contracts on the part of the Cor- 
poration necessary to carry out this object, provided, 
however, that the sum to be expended by said commit- 
tee shall not exceed eighty thousand dollars. 

(4.) Resolved, That this committee be directed to 
agree with Mr. Walker as to what sum shall be paid to 
him for architect's fee, for the services specified in the 
foregoing resolution, in case this committee finds it best 
not to proceed to the erection of this building at the 
present time, said plans, specifications and forms of 
proposals to become the property of the University, and 
be deposited in the archives. 

And whenever this Corporation shall conclude to pro- 
ceed with this building according to these plans and 
specifications, Mr. Walker shall be the architect thereof, 
and the sum provided to be paid him by this resolution 
shall be considered as part of the total sum or percentage 
provided to be paid him by the second resolution. 

Messrs. Rowland Hazard, Alexis Caswell, and Mar- 
shall Woods were appointed the committee contem- 
plated in the second and third of the above resolutions. 

Soon after the adjournment of the Corporation, Mar- 
shall Woods declined to serve on the committee, and 
under the power conferred by the resolutions, J. C. 
Hartshorn was appointed to fill his place. The commit- 
tee then consisted of 

Rowland Hazard, "] Library 
Dr. Alexis Caswell, I Building 



J. C. Hartshorn, j 



• Committee. 



In January, 1877, the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Dr. Caswell, was filled by the appointment of 
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Premdent Robinson, making the committee as at present 
Gonstittited 

Rowland Hazard, 
J. C. Hartshorn, 
Prest. E. G. Robinson. 

At the meeting held September 6th, 1876, it was also 
Voted, That the Committee on the Library Building 
be authorized to proceed in the grading of the lot and 
the erection of a suitable fence at an expense not exceed- 
ing $4,000 and to draw upon the Treasurer to that extent. 



INSCRIPTIONS ON THE WALLS. 



North Panel. 



JOHANNES CARTER BROWN 

NATUS A. D. MDCCXCVII 

VIVUS HUJUS BIBLIOTHECAE FAUTOR 

MORI ENS ADHUC MEMOR 

HUNG LOCUM 

PECUNIAMQUE HUIC AEDIFICIO STRUENDO 

TESTAMENTO LEGAVIT. 
OBIIT A. D. MDCCCLXXIV. 



I 



West Panel. 



COLLEGIUM INSULAE RHODIENSIS 

A. D. MDCCLXIV CONDITUM 

PROPTER LIBERALITATEM NICOLAI BROWN 

AB EJUS NOMINE APPELATUM EST 

UNIVERSITAS BRUNENSIS 

A. D. MDCCCIV. 




Eatt Panel. 

HOC AEDIFICIUM 

VIRI EX COLLEGIO ACADEMICO DELECTI 

FACIENDUM CURAVERUNT. 

A. D. MDCCCLXXV INCEFTFM 

A. D. MDCCCLXXVII FINITFM EST. 



South Panel. 

MELIOR EST ENIM FEUCTUS MEUS AUEO, 

ET LAPIDE FEETIOSO ; 

ET GENIMINA MEA ARGENTO ELECTO. 



BEATUS HOMO QUI AUDIT ME, 

ET QUI YIGILAT AD FORES MEAS QUOTIDIE, 

ET OBSERVAT AD POSTES OSTII MEI. 



STATISTICS OF FIRE-PROOF 
LIBRARY BUILDING. 



Whole length, from east to west, 96 feet. 

" '* " north to south, 85 feet. 

Front projection has a frontage of 39 feet, and a depth 
of 18 feet. 
The winga are 39 x 28 feet. 
The centre is 3(5 feet square inside. 
Height to cornice of wings, 31 ^ feet. 
" " deck roofs over wings, 44i feet. 
" *' main cornice, fi3 feet. 
" " apex of roof, 77 feet. 
'* " extreme point of finial, 90 feet. 
Complete plans of the building, showing position of 
drains and water and gas supplies, have been prepared 
by the architect and are placed in the building. 

The lot has a front of 121 feet on Waterman street, 
ou Prospect street a front of 116^ feet, and an area of 
14,096i square feet. 

The area covered by the building, not including front 

or rear entrances, - - . - 3,394 ft. 7 in. 

Bear entrance and steps, - - 118 ft. 8 in. 

Front porch and steps, - - 248 ft. 6 in. 



Total, .... 3,761 ft. 9 in. 

Area of steps, curbing and platform out- 
side of front porch, - - 668 ft. 3 in. 



Total area covered, - - 4,330 ft. in. 

The building was begun in August, 1875. 
Completed December, 1877. 
Dedicated February 16th, 1878. 



STATEMENT 



SHOWING THK TOTAL AMOUNT KXPENUED BY THE LIBRARY 

BUILDLVG COMMITTKr:. 



Paid Allen & Boweii, for inasoiirv in t'oiiiKlatious and 

walls * $U>,782 39 

" I. M. Sweet, for all the graiiilt* used in the build- 
ing, steps and fence r),7i>4 00 

*' Tingley Marble Co., for all tlie cut stone, and mar- 
ble floors 12,021 25 

** S. B. Cashing So Co., for surveying and estab- 
lishing grades 202 76 

'* Wm. R. Walker, tor architect's fee per contract 2,240 00 

" French, McKenzie & Co., for cases for books, and 

all other carpenter work 7,3H8 15 

" John F. Starr, Jr., for galvanized iron work 3,172 75 

" Builders' Iron Foundry, for all the iron work ex- 

cept roof 17,277 78 

" John Farquhar's Sons, for slating and copper cov- 
ering for roof 4,740 70 

" Thomas Fh ill i I )s <fc Co., for plumbing work, and 

drains 1,225 17 

" J. B. Su J. M. Cornell, for iron frame work to roof 7,568 84 

" Providence Steam and Gas Pipe Co., for heating 
apparatus, gas })ipes, and care of building for 
one year 1,640 05 

" J. G. Haley, for plastering, hiying cement floors, 

and pavement 2,541 42 



Carried over 
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*85,515 24 



